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Third, Saddam Hussein’s authoritarian regime,
his struggle against the Iragi Kurds and Shi’ites, and
his adaptation of the Iragi Sunnism to the purposes
of Hussein’s Baathist ideology was also a reason for
international pressure on Hussein.

As a superpower, the USA had to solve the problem
of Saddam Hussein’s regime, and as a democracy the
USA had only two ways to do it: military intervention and
coercive diplomacy.

Thus, the latter way was chosen as a moderate one.
The American coercive diplomacy presupposed the
implementation of the doctrine of containment and the use
of the set of economic sanctions against Iraq.

The doctrine of containment, in its turn, included the
creation of safe havens for the Iraqi Kurds and Shi'ites,
and ongoing UNSCOM inspections that had to detect the
presence of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. The
containment also could presuppose military pressure:
for example, when Saddam Hussein closed his state for
UNSCOM inspectors, the USA and the UK in response
bombed the suspected Iraqi sites with weapons of mass
destruction for four days.

As for the sanctions, the Western democracies had
established the ‘oil for food’ program to provide the Iraqi
people food. The main purpose of the American coercive
diplomacy was to help the Iraqi people to realize the
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weaknesses of Hussein’s regime, and to make them to
overthrow it.

Besides, the regime of Hussein was too strong and
thus the American coercive diplomacy gave no results.

In 2001 the situation was changed by the 9/11 terrorist
act that made the USA to declare war to the international
terrorism and those people and states that support it. As
long as Saddam Hussein’s Iraq was connected with al
Qaeda responsible for the tragedy of the 9/11, Iraqg became
one of the main targets of the back strike of the USA.

Furthermore, as long as Saddam Hussein had
demonstrated his radical opposition to peaceful solution
with the USA (for example, he had persuaded the
international community that economic sanctions have to
be stopped because they kill Iraqi children), while the Iraqi
people had shown their inability to overthrow the regime of
Hussein, the military intervention became inevitable.

Thus, the scenario of coercive diplomacy was
elaborated when the USA had not yet realized the
influence of Hussein in Iraq and the dictator’s ardent
unwillingness to give up.

Besides, when the futility of the American coercive
diplomacy in Irag became obvious, while the dangers
related to Hussein had touched the American people
directly and became increased in general, the war became
obligatory.
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THE CAUSES OF THE FAILURE
OF THE U.S. ATTEMPTS TO ACHIEVE A
PEACEFUL RESOLUTION TO THE CRISIS WITH
IRAQ BETWEEN 1991 AND 2003

The opposition between the USA and Iraq was caused by Iraqi aggressive military policy in the
Middle East, the attempts of Iraq to get weapons of mass destruction, and the authoritarian regime
of Saddam Hussein responsible for genocide of the Iragi Kurds and Shi’ites. While the USA tried to solve
this tension by the means of coercive diplomacy, the 911/ terrorist act in context of Saddam Hussein’s
connections with al Qaeda along with the evident futility of the American coercive diplomacy in Irag made the
military intervention to Iraq the only one effective solution of global, international, and local problems caused
by Saddam Hussein and his regime.

UK Based National Defence Course (RCDS) student,
Colonel Ahmed Abdul Rahman Abdullatif

The preconditions of the opposition of the USA and Iraq
can be understood as threefold. First, the opposition was
caused by Saddam Hussein’s attempt to conquer Kuwait in
1990-1991.

Despite this attempt was stopped by the USA and its

allies during the First Gulf War, Iraq became a source of
political instability in the Middle East for the next decade.

Second, Saddam Hussein tried to get a nuclear bomb,
and his success could make Iraq a significant threat for the
global security.
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» Doing your honorable duty to preserve and maintain the security and stability of the dear homeland
in cooperation with your brothers in the army and police is appreciated

» | would like to pay tribute to the good work and the vital role of the National Guard with various actors
in dealing with the repercussions of the heavy rains that swept the country

the internal security brigade and the fire unit, supports This is done through a clear operational plan that

the Kuwaiti army, the Interior ministry and Fire Service coordinates this joint cooperation.

Directorate. He also reviewed the efforts of the National Guard in
In order to carry out military and security tasks, especially various military, administrative and technical fields at the

the protection of the vital institutions and infrastructure. international, regional and local levels.

His Excellency the Undersecretary of the National Guard:

We follow the path that Your Highness draw its remarks and set its goals towards a «<new Kuwait», which you have
made with your wisdom and guidance as a model for giving, a beacon of humanity, a station for diplomacy and
leader for development.
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Congratulated them on the holy month and called them to be vigilant and cautious

His Highness The Amir to the men of the National Guard:
you are responsible to the heavy responsibility placed on you

The National Guard, on the eighth of the holy month of Ramadan, on the thirteenth of May 2019, had a

honorable visit from His Highness the Amir, the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, accompanied
with His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, Prime Minister and Chairman of the Supreme Defense
Council, First Deputy Minister of Defense His Excellency Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and senior
officials of the Emiri Diwan. They were received by His Highness Sheikh Salem Al Ali Al-Sabah Chief of the National
Guard , and His Excellency Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Deputy Chief of the National Guard, and the
Undersecretary of the National Guard Lieutenant General engineer Hashim Abdul-Razzaq al-Rifai and senior leaders.

During the visit, His Highness the Amir expressed his
appreciation and pride for the vital role of the National
Guardsmen in maintaining security and defending the
homeland in cooperation with their brothers from the army
and police.

And praised the efforts of the National Guard and the
vital role and full cooperation demonstrated with various
actors in dealing with the consequences of the heavy rains
that hit the country.

He called on members of the National Guard to be
vigilant in protecting public institutions, especially in light of
serious developments in the region, stressing that the men
of the National Guard as they are known to the extent of
responsibility.

For his part, National Guard Undersecretary Lieutenant
General Hashim Abdul Razzagq al-Rifai said that the National
Guard, represented by its military and security units,
especially the reinforcement brigade, the protection brigade,
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» Le devoir noble que vous accomplissez, en sauvegardant la sécurité et la stabilité de notre chére patrie, en
concert avec vos confréres de I'armée et de la police est un motif de gratitude et de fierté pour tout le monde

» Je ne peux manquer de saluer les efforts importants et le réle vital qu'a accomplis la Garde nationale
en concert avec les différents secteurs de I'Etat lors des pluies abondantes qui ont ravagées le pays

renforcement), (la brigade de la protection), (la brigade de vitales et infrastructures, tout cela a travers un plan

la sécurité intérieure) et (I'unité des incendie) apporte son d'opérations qui coordonne cette collaboration collective.
appui a I'armée koweitienne, la police et le service des Son excellence a également exposé les efforts de la
incendies dans I'exécution de leurs missions militaires et Garde dans différents domaines militaires, administratifs
sécuritaires, surtout dans la protection des installations et techniques sur les plans international, régional et local.

Le secrétaire d'Etat de la Garde nationale:

nous suivons un chemin que vous avez tracé et dont les objectifs nous conduiront vers un " nouveau Koweit"
dont vous avez fait, grace a votre sagesse et directives, un exemple de dévotion, un phare pour I'humanité, un

centre diplomatique et un pionnier dans le développement
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Son Altesse félicite le personnel de la Garde nationale pour le mois de Ramadan et I'appelle a la vigilance

Son Altesse en s'adressant au personnel de la Garde nationale:
vous étes a la hauteur de la responsabilité lourde que vous assumez

Conformément a son habitude annuelle, la Garde nationale a eu I'honneur, le 8 du mois du ramadan

correspondant au 13 mai 2019, de recevoir la visite de Son Altesse, le Cheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al Sabah,
I'Emir du Koweit, le chef supréme des forces armées que Dieu le garde, en compagnie de Son Altesse le prince héritier
le cheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, de son Altesse le premier ministre le cheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah,
de son excellence le vice premier ministre et ministre de la défense le cheikh Nasser Sabah AL Ahmad ainsi que les
hauts responsables du Diwan Amiri. A la réception, il y a eu le président de la Garde Nationale, son Altesse le Cheikh Salem,
Al Ali Al-Sabah, son excellence le cheikh Misha’al Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah vice-président de la Garde nationale et son
excellence le secrétaire d'Etat de la Garde nationale, le lieutenant-général Hashim Alrifae ainsi que les hauts dirigeants.

Lors de la visite, Son Altesse a exprimé son
estimation et sa gratitude concernant le role vital que
la Garde nationale joue pour sauvegarder la sécurité et
la défense du pays en concert avec ses confréres de
I'armée et de la police. Son Altesse a salué la Garde
pour son role vital et ses efforts entrepris en collaboration
avec les différents secteurs de I'Etat lors des pluies
abondantes qui ont ravagées le pays. Son Altesse
a appelé le personnel de la Garde a exercer la plus

grande vigilance concernant la protection des institutions
publiques compte tenu de la situation régionale trés
tendue, affirmant, en méme temps, que le personnel de
la Garde est a la hauteur de la responsabilité qu'elle
assume.

De son c6té, le secrétaire d'Etat de la Garde
nationale, son excellence le lieutenant-général Hashim
Alrifae a affirmé que la Garde nationale, a travers ses
unités militaires et sécuritaires, a savoir (la brigade du
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